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Outline:
1. The discourse of place and space from an interdisciplinary perspective: A theoretical framework
1.1. The phenomenological approach to the concepts of place and space
1.2. The pedagogical approach to learning spaces in higher education
1.3. The epistemological approach to scientific spaces

1.4. The discussion on the humanities spaces

2. The reasons for engaging in the humanities infrastructure
3. (Re)designing humanities spaces

3.1. Establishing new places (laboratories and makerspaces)
3.2. Renaming humanities places

3.3. Launching new initiatives (hackathons and lalbased courses)

4. How do new spaces transform and enrich the humanities?



A How is the humanities attached to a place?

A How does the humanities manifest itself through spac u, f

A How can we study the connections between humanitig
OAOAAOAE OAT OAO j AscCsh
office, seminar, workshop, lab, makerspace,
hackerspace, studio) and knowledge produced there ‘

A How can we reconfigure humanities spaces to suppo ,
specific practices and build a community gathered
around them?

A How do new spaces (laboratories and makerspaces)

The Franke Family Digital Humanities Laboratory in Sterling Memorial
Library of Yale University, https://news.yale.edu/2018/10/04/new -
home-yales-digital-humanities-lab-opens-sterling-library

both transform and drive research and teaching

practices?



1. The discourse of place and space from an interdisciplinary perspective: A theoretical framework

1.1. The phenomenological approach to the concepts of place and space

A Placeas a socially constructed physical location that engagesthe aspectsof structure, materiality, connectedness,
interaction, cultural representation, and social behavior.
A Spaceasan abstract conceptthat is consideredin nonphysical categoriesincluding geographicaland digital space

A Edward Relph(1976), Henri Lefebvre (1991), Edward Soja(1996), JohnA. Agnew (2011)

How do the concepts of place and space are entangled with the social relations

and knowledge production?



Henri Lefebvre, TheProductionof Spacg1991) - three forms of interweaving society with space
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JohnA. Agnew,Spaceand Place(2011) - three fundamental aspectsof the placeasaOi AAT BITGBEET T 6

1. Placeaslocation or a site in spacewhere an activity or object is located and which relates to other sites or locations

becauseof interaction, movement,and diffusion betweenthem.

2. Place as a series of locales or settings where

everyday-life activities take place.

3. Placeas senseof place or identification with a place

asaunique community, landscapeand moral order.

Critical Media Lab at the Academy of Art and Design FHNW,
https://lwww.ixdm.ch/critical -media-lab/



Summary. The implications of the conceptsof placeand space
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1.2.

The pedagogical approach to learning spaces in higher education

Learning spacesare placesof engagementwhere often disconnectedthoughts and ideas,that have beeninchoate,
beginto cohereasaresult of the creation of somekind of suspensionfrom daily life (Maggi SavinBaden,2007).
Types of learning spaces physical, social learning spacesfor dialogue and debate new learning environments
through attending conferencesor working overseas the creation of a specific time for writing or reflection; and
digital spacesfor discussionand reflection with and through others.

Maggi Savin Baden (2007), Julie Thompson Klein (2010), JosBoys (2011), JonathanZ. Friedman and Elizabeth
AndersonWorden (2016)

How can we enhance interdisciplinary research and learning through space?



JonathanZ. Friedman and Elizabeth Anderson Worden, Creatinginterdisciplinary spaceon campus lessondrom US

area studiescenters(2016) -

YA Al 8pécéis one resource which canbe allocated to interdisciplinary endeavors
to makethem OO A A A:0 O £
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1. The design of common place to facilitate

cross-disciplinary interaction.

2. The development of a community through
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3. Spaceas a symbolic emblem of status and

legitimacy.

Maryland Institute for Technology in the Humanities,
https://mith.umd.edu/about/



Summary. Therole of spacein the academy
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1.3. The epistemological approach to scientific spaces

A Scientificwork takes placein many different places,suchaslaboratory, observatory, the field, the zoological garden,
the museum,and soon.

A Theorists of scienceand technology studies, laboratory studies (Bruno Latour and Steve Woolgar (1979), Latour
(1987), Karin Knorr Cetina (1981), Michael Lynch (1985)), the history of science(Peter Galison(1999)), and the
histories of geographicalknowledge (David Livingstone (2003)) have studied the interrelations between spaceand
knowledge creation since the 1980s. They have investigated the significance of physical locations in the shaping of

scientific inquiries, taking an epistemologicaland sociologicalapproach.

How does a place condition the investigations carried out there?



Laboratory studies of the 1970s/1980s:

A O 4 BEsfudy of science and technology through direct observation and discourse analysis at the root where
knowledgeis produced,in modern sciencetypically the scientificl A AT O AKQdrrCetida)

A Sociologistsof laboratory studies aimed to reveal the complexity of the following issues

- the production of scientific facts by scientists;

- therole of material objects,instruments, and artifact in the processof knowledge creation;

- the power of laboratory in manipulating, creating, and transforming the nature;

- the culture of laboratory work;

- the function of community in scientific practices,

- the sciencesasinstitutions or systemsof exchangebetween scientists.
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The chemical laboratory of Ambrose Godfrey. Etching, 18th century.



David Livingstone, Putting Sciencan Its Place Geographie®f ScientificKknowledge(2003):

A

The history of science and geographical knowledge aims at revealing the influence of different places and
geographicallocation on scientific practices.

The scienceis always embeddedin a socio-cultural environment that canfoster or hinder researchpractices.
Livingstone sought to analyze all the spacesof scientific inquiry ranging from the laboratory to the botanical

gardento show how the site conditions the investigations carried out there.

Does the space where scientific inquiry is engaged, for example, have any bearing on
whether a claim is accepted or rejected? What weight is to be attached to the
locations where scientific theories are encountered? Who manages this space?

What are its boundaries? Who is allowed access?



Peter Galisonet al. (eds.), The Architecture of Sciencg1999):

A

The historians and philosophers of sciencesoughtto understand how the architectural organization and the design
of spacesaffectthe way how scientists communicate,interact, and conductresearch

The design of placesplays an important role in building the identity of the field and scientists and positioning the
‘ U

scientist in cultural space

Theorists examined common spaces
that aim to facilitate crossdisciplinary

interactions and stimulate

interdisciplinary research.

..........

https://news.yale.edu/2018/03/19/renovation -creating-new-home-yale-librarys-digital-humanities-lab



1.4. The discussion on the humanities spaces

Since the humanities work occurs in a particular place why are scholars not involved in the discussion on

their own working conditions and the development of research infrastructure?

Patrik Svensson Big Digital Humanities Imagining a Meeting Place for the Humanities and the Digital (2016) 7

identified four argumentsto show the complexrelationship betweenthe humanities and the infrastructure :

1.

The infrastructure is associatedwith the fields of science technology,and engineering soin this sense,it is seenas
anO1 A Bodafedihere and asan objectof critical inquiry separatefromtheE Oi AT EOEA 06

The humanities has been unwilling to engagewith its own modes of knowledge production critically, which has
contributed to inscribing it asa placewithout infrastructure .

The humanities is pictured asan OE 1T O O E Oubdeipiiviledetl and O E O A A Gidld, @ A B EsAh& compatible
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The growing interest in the humanities space and infrastructure:

2010 ©" O E IthA Hime@nities Lab: Scholarly Practicesin Virtual Research%ei OE OT 1 thefphn@lSe3sionin
the Digital Humanities conferenceat+ E 1 Golle@eLondon.

2013 O 4 E A TamnPidiicesof the Literary , A Ao@ndtable at Modern LanguageAssociationNational Meeting.

2014 O 4 Edm Lab: AConsortial7 T O E O Btth®Haverford College

~ pe pa ~ ~ -

2016 O 4 EHAmanities Laboratory: Discussionsof New Campus- | A Zotgaénized by Arizona State5 T EOAOOE QUG

Institute for Humanities Researchand held at the National Endowment for the Humanities.
2016 O) T OA O (nifragtAu@utd 3QU | B 1 CaE+OH T6ColieGeLondon .
2018 02 AE | A q&HumdniGes, A A pdmeldiscussionat ADHODigital Humanities Conference

~ Ve pe ~ ~ ~ o~ ~ ~ ~

2018 O- A E EHargethrough the Humanities: Institutes, Ideasand ) T £0 A O O W@ skind &t Ahé Royal

Institute of Technologyin Stockholm.
2019 O 7 E & &Feminist, A Asymposium at the University of Colorado,Boulder.
2019 O( O A1LABOMAtiés: Critical Infrastructures and Knowledge% @D A O E atA E © GalieGeLondon.

2019 O 4 Rrkhitecture of Scienceandthe ( O1 AT BEworkshapsat Netherlands Institute for AdvancedStudy:



Patrik SvenssonBig Digital Humanities Imagining a Meeting Placefor the Humanitiesand the Digital (2016):

A

The conceptof OE O A 1 HE OBEAAD Ocorisiuie® & daib for interrogation of hidden layers of organizational
structure in order to negotiate and reimagine better conditions for scholarly work.

The idea of O1 A A ®E 1A@dphysical place with its own organizational status and a concept that implies the
disciplinary integration and epistemologicalflexibility .

The Oi O OriddésAof AT CACAI-Ad 60 AA §
infrastructure supports a broad range of different kinds of
engagementfrom digital technology-basedwork to non-
digital activities of seminarsand discussions

The concept of OET QAT I EADDA k Addyér
and planned operation) and OIi A OA @¥la 1 of
Ei Bl Al AT @quiprieht] a@lor schemes, and the

arrangement). This idea aims to implement design

principles that engage conceptual and material

HUMIab atUmeaUniversity,
infrastructure in the sameprocess http://digitalhumanities.org/dhg/vol/5/1/000090/000090.html



. The reasons for engaging in the humanities infrastructure

Interdisciplinarity

Thereport O, A1 A ®@éviévbdh Interdisciplinary Researchin the 5 + By the University of Sussex(2016) stresses
that discipline-oriented cultures and structures canhinder interaction and collaboration acrossdisciplines.
Thereis aneedto allocate a placeon campuswhere scholarsfrom different disciplines canmeetand exchangeideas.

HUMIab at UmedUniversity O E A @oss-disciplinary and multidisciplinary activity and the meeting of disciplinary
boundariesisA AT OOAT o

HUMIlab atUmeaUniversity,
http://digitalhumanities.org/dhg/vol/
5/1/000090/000090.html




Collaboration

A Thereport O, AT A @éviewok Interdisciplinary Researchin the 5 + points out the collaboration as one of the
barriers to interdisciplinary research

A Onesolution is to createa common spacethat will enableand nurture collaborative researchand teaching.

A Price Lab for Digital Humanities at the University of Pennsylvaniaaims at supporting innovative usesof technology

in the humanities aswell asO B O1 | koddbdrafive faculty-student experimentsandresearchb OT EAAOO6

Price Lab for Digital Humanities at the University of Pennsylvania,
https://pricelab.sas.upenn.edu/



Development of computing -intensive humanities research

A The O/ @aitural # 1 1 1 T T x ArdportOoly e American Council of Learned Societies (2006) articulated the
requirements for advancingcyberinfrastructure .

A To promote engagementwith cyberinfrastructure among humanists, institutions need to provide sufficient
resources,suchasworkstations equippedwith hardware and software.

A The Digital Humanities Lab at Rutgers University Libraries provides computers and other equipment to facilitate

technology-basedresearchand learning.

The Digital Humanities Lab at Rutgers University Libraries,
https://lwww.libraries.rutgers.edu/digital -humanities-lab



Support in digital scholarship

The O/ @Oltural # 1T 1 1 T T x AdporiOepiessedthat universities should develop new and support existing
humanities and social sciencecomputing centersto advancedigital scholarship.

Thereis aneedto establishplacesthat would offer support and adviceto students and staff.

The DH lab at Yale University Library is a O E Gok consultations, training, and opportunities that support Yale

students, faculty, and cultural heritage professionalsin their engagementwith digital toolsandOAAET ENOA 06
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Yale University Library,
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Experiments and hands-on making

Thereport O/ @Qtural# 1 1 1 T T x Asthebsédihat it is necessaryto build an environment that would enable
and promote experimentation and hands-on learning in digital humanities.

This meansproviding laboratories and makerspaces

The Curtin Library Makerspaceat the Curtin University, calleda OAT | | Odf ED B A 8 @ éreative learning

environment that fosters exploration, innovation and play through making.

The Curtin Library Makerspace at the
Curtin University,
https://blogs.curtin.edu.au/library/news -
events/spotlight -on-curtin -library -
makerspace/



